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SUBJECT: MINISTER OE EINANCES CESAR ROBALINO REASSURES PRIVATE 
SECTOR IN INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIEIED. NEWLY- APPOINTED MINISTER OE EINANCE, 
CESAR ROBALINO, EMPHASIZED IN HIS FIRST PRESS CONFERENCE 
JANUARY 22 THAT "WE ARE RESOLVED TO OPEN A DIALOGUE WITH 
PRIVATE BUSINESS", ADDING THAT "WE WANT TO KNOW THE MOST 
URGENT PROBLEMS OE THIS NATIONAL ECONOMIC SECTOR. THIS 
WILL ALLOW US TO TAKE MEASURES OE ONE TYPE OR ANOTHER." HE 
TERMED THIS THE EIRST OE "FOUR PILLARS" OF HIS POLICIES. 

THE SEOND, HE SAID, WAS THAT HE PLANNED TO PROMOTE A 
SOUND ECONOMIC POLICY; THE THIRD, TO DECENTRALIZE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OE THE MINISTRY OF FINANCES; AND THE EOURTH 
PILLAR IS TO SUPPORT SUSTAINED INDUSTRIAL GROWTH IN CONJUNC- 
TION WITH THE MINISTRY OE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRELIMINARY FINAL 1975 BUDGET FIGURES, 

THE MINISTER SAID, TOTAL REVENUES OE THE NATIONAL BUDGET, 

THE EONADE FUND AND THE NATIONAL PARTICIPATION EUND REACHED 
APPROXIMATELY $692 MILT .JON (17.3 BILLION SUCRES), WHILE 
EXPENDITURES ON THESE THREE ACCOUNTS TOTALED APPROXIMATELY 
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$43 MILLION, ROBALINO SAID, WOULD BE FINANCED BY A LOAN OF 
$32.6 MILLION AND TRANSFERS OF APPROXIMATELY $I I MILLION 
FROM OTHER GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS. A NUMBER OF INDEPENDENT 
AGENCIES (SUCH AS INECEL) ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THESE FIGURES, 

THE MINISTER SPECIFIED. IN RESPONSE TO A JOURNALIST'S QUESTION, 
THE MINISTER SAID IT WAS PREMATURE TO DISCUSS A POSSIBLE 
BUDGET DEFICIT FOR 1976, SINCE FINAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 
1976 BUDGET ARE STILL UNDER STUDY. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF CONSIDERABLE 
APPREHENSION AMONG BUSINESSMEN OVER ROBALINO'S APPOINTMENT, 
HIS COMMENTS ARE A REASSURING INDICATOR THAT THE GOE'S 
POLICY OF CONCILIATION WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR WILL CONTINUE. 
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